Sixty-eight laboratory strains representing 49 enterovirus, 10 adenovirus, and 3 reovirus serotypes were inoculated in a recombinant murine cell line expressing the human poliovirus receptor gene (Lot cells). Only polioviruses caused cytopathic effect over a 10-day period. Likewise, only polioviruses were isolated, by use of La cells, from 168 fecal specimens from children from developing countries. These results suggest that the recombinant Lox cells can be used for selective isolation of poliovirus from clinical specimens.
presence of viral genomes and has also been applied to detect poliovirus and other enteroviruses in both clinical and environmental specimens (1, 2, 4, 8, 16 ). The method is, however, relatively sophisticated and not yet in wide use in laboratories engaged in diagnostic services or poliovirus surveillance. Virus isolation is also often preferred in the surveillance because of the common need to characterize the virus further, especially for its genetic origin: i.e., vaccine versus wild type, genotype of wild virus, etc. (18) .
The HeLa cell surface receptor for polioviruses, a protein of the immunoglobulin superfamily, was identified some years ago (9, 11) . A recombinant murine cell line transfected with the human poliovirus receptor cDNA (La. cells) was established by Koike and coworkers and shown to be susceptible to poliovirus (9) . We Poliovirus-induced CPE appeared in La cells about one day later than in GMK cells, but the end point titers of all three polioviruses were identical in the two cell lines. In contrast, coxsackievirus B4 showed only a very low titer in the La cells, 5 to 6 orders of magnitude lower than that in the GMK cells (Fig. 1) (20) , and PCR followed by restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis is a promising approach for a more general application (3, 17) . However 
ADDENDUM
While the manuscript was in preparation, Pipkin and coworkers published a paper suggesting similar selectivity for laboratory strains of enteric viruses of an independently established poliovirus receptor-expressing murine cell line (12) .
